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Speech by Associate Professor Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim, 
Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Education and Social and 

Family Development at the Sembcorp Marine’ Green Wave 
Environmental Care Project for Schools Award Presentation 

Ceremony on Wednesday, 22 May 2019, Marina Mandarin 
Singapore 

 

 

Mr Wong Weng Sun  

President and CEO, Sembcorp Marine, 

 

Directors of Sembcorp Marine, 

 

Ms Wong Lee Lin,  

Advisor, Repairs & Upgrades, Sembcorp Marine, and  

 

Chairman of Green Wave Advisory Board and Judges of 

Green Wave Competition 

 

Students, ladies and gentlemen, 

Good morning,   
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1. I am happy to be here this morning to grace the award 

presentation of Sembcorp Marine’s “Green Wave 

Environmental Care Project for Schools” and to meet so 

many students and like-minded individuals who share the 

passion for our environment.  

 

2. Like many cities around the world, Singapore faces 

challenges in protecting its environment. It requires 

continuous attention, effort and all concerned stakeholders 

must be involved. As such, I am heartened that responsible 

corporate organisations such as Sembcorp Marine and its 

partners, oil majors BP Shipping and Shell, are taking a pro-

active role in nurturing our younger generation on the 

importance and appreciation of environmental care and 

protection.  
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3. Green Wave is an example of what a vibrant partnership 

and platform can do to get our students and our youth 

involved in long-term sustainable effort. Through the 

competition, students have gained a greater understanding 

of the environmental challenges that not only Singapore 

faces, but also other countries are facing. I hope their 

participation will set them on a journey of life-long concern 

for the environment, which I understand, is also one of the 

main objectives when Sembcorp Marine embarked on this 

initiative. 

 

4. The competition challenges students to come up with 

creative, out-of-the-box solutions. It motivates students to 

experiment with ideas and technologies to develop new 

schemes to protect the environment. This ties in well with 
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what we are working towards in our education system today 

to instil 21st Century competencies such as having social 

awareness of their environment in today’s globalised world.  

We want to nurture young Singaporeans who go beyond 

their textbooks, and use their creativity and energies to 

create a better society. Competitions like Green Wave have 

provided them an opportunity to identify real life problems, 

work in teams, undertake research and come up with 

practical solutions. 

 

5. I am also very happy to see that this partnership has 

successfully been extended to regional tertiary institutions 

since 2014 and in fact, I understand that we have four 

teams from two of Indonesia’s universities here today to 

share their winning projects with us. It is indeed heartening 
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to see the cross sharing of ideas and insights to further 

enhance environmental sustainability for our region.  

 

6. In 2018, this initiative attracted the submission of 281 

projects and involved close to 1,000 students. This is 

highly encouraging as the green message through the 

Green Wave platform has spread to more than 15,700 

students since 2003.   

 

7. Let me now highlight two interesting projects at the 2018 

competition that won prizes. You can clearly feel the 

enthusiasm and passion that the students have for the 

environment.  
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8. First, a group of students from Yishun Primary School 

looked at the sugarcane plant. After extracting the 

sugarcane juice, the pulps are usually thrown away and 

incinerated. Seeing the wastage, our students wanted to 

recycle the pulps. With guidance from their teacher, they 

looked at how they can turn the pulps of sugar cane and 

recycle them into useful products such as kokedamas  

[ko-kay-dah-mahs] – a pot-less way of growing plants and 

disposal flower pots.  

 

9. The second project by Hwa Chong Institution students 

looked at synthesising bone char composite beads from 

bone waste as a low-cost and eco-friendly alternative for 

water purification. Water pollution is a serious ecological 

threat caused by pollutants like heavy metal ions, organic 
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dyes and fluoride. Commercial activated carbon is 

commonly used to purify water. However, it is costly and 

ineffective against certain heavy metal ions and halides. 

Our students looked to synthesise bone char composite 

beads from bone waste to provide a commercially viable 

alternative to commercial activated carbon for water 

purification.  

 

10. With so many ideas led by these students today, I am 

certain we are eager to visit their booths later!  

 

11.  A lot of effort has gone to organise, sustain and grow an 

outreach programme like the Green Wave, which is in its 

17th year today. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

Sembcorp Marine and its partners, BP and Shell for their 
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public-spiritedness in organising this annual competition 

since its inception.  My heartfelt appreciation also goes to 

the Green Wave judges from governmental, educational, 

environmental bodies and commercial companies in 

assessing the projects. The coming together of all of these 

stakeholders underscore the importance placed on Green 

Wave as a key green platform for the schools.  A big thank 

you to all of you for your unwavering support and 

commitment to this meaningful cause.  I am sure the 

students will benefit from your expertise and guidance.  

 

12. Finally, I would like to congratulate all the student award 

winners and participants. Keep up the good work as I am 

sure, your green ideas and efforts, be it small or big, will 
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make a difference to our environment. Together, we can 

ensure a sustainable environment for future generations.  

 

13. Thank you. 

 


