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Minister for Education (Schools) and Second Minister for Transport, Mr. Ng Chee Meng, 

members of the Board of Directors from Sembcorp Marine, Ms Gina Lee-Wan, Mr. Eric 

Ang and Mr. Bob Tan; President & CEO of Sembcorp Marine, Mr. Wong Weng Sun, 

COO of Sembcorp Marine, Mr. P. K Ong; our 2 Joint sponsor partners, BP Shipping and 

Shell International Eastern Trading Co, Alliance and business partners, our GreenWave 

partner in Indonesia, Institut Teknologi Sepuluh Nopember or ITS in short, Advisory 

Board members of Green Wave Council, Judges, environmentalists, Principals, lecturers, 

teachers, students or Green Warriors, Media, colleagues and friends – a warm welcome to 

the 14th GreenWave award ceremony.  

 

When we started the Green Wave project for all schools in Singapore, we were driven by 

one common passion – what can we do to spread the awareness for our environment and 

the need for protecting and enhancing our environment through practical innovative ideas. 

We found common ground with our business partners, particularly BP Shipping and Shell 

and with their support, we pushed the Green Wave project to all schools in Singapore, 

attracting about 1,000 students each year and in 2014, also to Indonesia’s tertiary 

institutions. We found that there is a strong core of passionate environmentalists who also 

care enough to volunteer their time, their views and suggestions in the judging of the 

projects submitted by the schools – our amazing judges – can you please stand and let’s 

give them a warm applause of appreciation. There are also the school principals, lecturers 

and teachers from Singapore and Indonesia who encourage their young students to take 

part in Green Wave – we thank you too. To our young Green warriors from age 6 to mid-

20s – you are the future  - you are the ones who will make the difference to the preservation 

and enhancement of the ecosystems of your country. Help to spread the awareness and 

gather the support to nurture new ideas and to actively take part in recycling, reducing 

wastage, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, inventing new processes, products and 

equipment which can protect and enhance our environment.   

 

Actually, promoting environmental and natural habitat protection and enhancement comes 

about when we are driven by the awareness of the beauty and the importance of our 

natural habitat to our world. By developing that interest, that passion to want to see our 

natural environment being protected, you will develop the creative ideas to address the 

environmental challenges facing us when there are fast infrastructural, land development 

and factories which operate with limited curbs on pollution. I was in Hong Kong recently 

and travelling from the airport towards the city, we could not see the high rise buildings 

too well due to the pollution– however the people didn’t seemed to be too troubled by the 

pollution and we didn’t see notices or warnings to the citizens to take care. We cannot 

judge what others are doing but in Singapore, there is increasing awareness and measures 

taken to protect our lovely country’s environment and natural habitat. However, we must 

also play our part. 

 

How many of you have seen Sir David Attenborough’s 3- episode video “ The Wild City ?” 

My first impression on seeing the video cover shot was – “What dah – Singapore is wild ??’ 

It had a picture of Marina Bay Sands – oh yes, that’s a wild place alright!! I was 



encouraged by the fact that the video was funded by the Singapore Public Service 

Broadcast – I hope more of such enriching videos can be funded.  

 

David Attenborough is 90 years old and he is still actively campaigning and promoting wild 

life protection. If you have not seen the video, I would recommend that you watch it so that 

you can appreciate that in our little island there is much to protect and to sustain. 

Singapore is not just what one commentator described- “ once a tropical jungle, now a 665 

sq kilometres of hustle, bustle, concrete and air con.”  Singapore actually has an amazing 

diversity of wild life and plants – we have colourful coral reefs, in fact, a quarter of the 

world’s hard corals, rare tiger tail seahorses, wild fowl, smooth coat otters, the wild boars, 

the many species of birds and fishes, Sunda pangolins, monkeys and many species of plants 

that thrive in our small developed island. For our Indonesian friends, you have a far, far 

richer habitat - the rain forests with the diverse wild life – I hope that development can be 

balanced such that wild life conservation can be sustained.  2 weeks ago in Melbourne’s 

Convention & Exhibition Centre, when asked what is the most dangerous animal, David 

Attenborough said –“ a man with a gun who had drank too much  and who doesn’t like 

your face – that’s  the most dangerous animal.” 

 

I hope that many years from now, you can say that this lady who stood before you and was 

appealing to you to make environmental protection and enhancement a lifelong passion – 

her message had influenced you to encourage your parents, siblings, relatives, friends and 

your children that our world is worth every effort that we can contribute towards our 

environmental protection and enhancement.  

 

Thank you,  ladies & gentlemen.  


